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~The Prompter. 





Government is an Art, whereby a civil Society of Men is inftituted, and 
preferved, upon the Foundation of COMMON RicuHrt, or INTEREST. 


HARRING. OCEAN. 





TUESDAY, JUNE 195. 1736. 





London, Fune 12, 1736. 


pa@ OU have in fome former 
fAty Papers concerning Society, 
ma) Government, Religion, and 
Wave, Virtue, fhewn what would 
eek make political Bodies more 
YG) perfect, as well as that, 
wherein they are defective ; 
; but you havenotas yet given 
PII us any Plan form’d upon 
your particular Principlesof Government ; I don’t 
mean a Plan of Theory, but one of a poffible Exe- 
cution. If Man could be made as perfect, as he 
may be conceived to be Theoretically, ali thofe 
beautiful Syftems, which we have from Antiquity, 
and thofe which fome Moderns have pleafed them- 
{elves in the Thoughts of, would no longer belooked 
upon as imaginary and impracticable. But as it is 
vain to hope for that, I fhall wave it. 
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© Suppofe, therefore, eighty thoufand Men going to 
© make a Settlement, independent of any other Go- 
© vernment, which is the beft Form of Government 
© for them to caft themfelves into ? 


Iam, Sir, 
Your’s, PoLITEs. 


I hope my Correfpondent will not be diffatisfied, 
if inftead of giving hima Syftem of my own, I pre- 
fenthim with one of amuch greater Man, than ever 
I fhall be; one who died unknown to the World, 
and whofe fhort Courfe, like thofe of the wifeft and 
beft of the ancient Philofophers, was {pent in im- 
proving Converfation with a few Friends, who had 
more Virtue, than Inclinations to gratify, and there- 
fote preferred his Company to the Indulgence of thofe 
Paffions, which employ the bulk of the well-born 
and polite World; of one, who, tho’ born a Man 
of Quality, chofe private Happinefs, before publick 
Splendour, and fuch Honours as his Rank, Abilities, 
and the Sollicitations of many, in early Life, called 
him to. As his Modefty wou’d never fuffer any 
thing he ever did to be made publick, his Name fhall 
Y be concealed in reporting only a Converfation 
of his. 
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A Queftion like that of Polites, having been put 
to him, and his Sentiment being defired, 


© IN the firft Place, faid he, it muft be con- 
fider’d, how many Men are enough to {fupport, 
by the Labour of their Hands, ove Man, who 
fhall be exempt from all manner of Works, ex- 
cept thofe of the Mind, fuch as improving the 
Arts, and Sciences, Trade, gre. This Man mutt be 
call’d Free andINGENvuous; whereas, the others, 
who are obliged to Plow, to Sow, to Reap, gc. 
can neither be called Free nor Ingenuous, becaufe 
they are neceflarily obliged to perform thefe Works 
for their own Maintenance: Allow that three Men 
are f{ufficient to maintain one; if fo, confequently, 
there will be 60,000 that muft labour, and can be 
call’d no otherways than SLAvEs, or Dis-INGE- 
Nuouvs ; and 20,000 free from Labour, the INGg- 
Nuous: Nowlet this Land which is to be fettled, 
be divided into 20,000 Parts, to be fhared among 
the Ingenuous, which Land they fhall let to the 
Slaves to be manur’d. Out of every hundred of 
the Ingenuous, let five be chofen, which will be 
1000: Out of this 1000, let 200 be chofen, asthe 
Senate, or fuperior Council; the remaining 800, 
fhail be the popular Affembly, to be called together 
by the Senate only, as Bufinefs fhall require. The 
Council of 200, fhall firft debate upon all Laws, 
exc. and after it has paffed them, it muft be con- 
firmed by the popular Affembly, before.it fhall have 
the Force of a oy which Affembly, are not to 
have the Liberty of propofing any Laws, nor even of 
debating as an Affembly : they are indeed to know 
what is doing by the Senate, that they may have 
time to prepare themfelves to give their Wore when 
the Affair is laid before them. Out of the 
Council of 200, letall the principal Magiftrates be 
chofen; as one, or two, fuperior Magiftrates, 
whom we will call Confuls, the chief religious 
Officers, Generals of Armies, gc. The other 
Officers may be_recommended by the Committees 
of the Council of 200 out of the popular Affem- 
bly, to be confirmed by the Council of 200. 
Thefe Councils and Magiftrates, are propofed to 
be elected annually, and none to have Votes in the 
© EleC.ion of either of them, but the 20,000 Inge- 

nuous. 
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nuous. It is propofed, that the Council of 200, 
fhould be divided into feveral Committees, as a 
Committee of Religion, which is to recommend 
to the Senate, in a Body, for their Confirmation, 
Perfons to all religious Preferments, who are to 
have a Salary paid themoutof the publick Treafury ; 
to confider of Matters relating to divine Worthip, 
ce. to report their Refolution, or Opinion, tothe 
Council of 200, in a Body, who are either to con- 
firm it, and then propofe it to the popular Affembly, 
for their Approbartion, or elfe to difallow of it; and 
in this Cafe. the popular Aflembly have nothing to 
do in the Affair. A Committee of War, before 
whom are to be laid all Matters relating to the In- 
fringement of Treaties, to the raifing of Armies, 
to the paying and cloathing them, and to report 
their Opinion as before. This Committee is like- 
wife to recommend Perfons to all Military Pre- 
fermants, to be confirmed by the Council of 200 
as before. A civil Committee, who are to 
confider of Laws proper for the well-governing the 
Community, to recommend to all civil Prefer- 
Ments, as Faigss. ec. (except the Confuls, who 
are to be chofen by the Council of 200 in a Body, 
and confirmed in their Place by the popular Affem- 
bly) to report their Refolutionsto the Council of 
200 as before ——A Committee of Trade, to 
confider of Ways and Means for the advancing 
and improving of Trade with foreign Parts, and 
of their own Manufactures—A Committee of 
Arts and Sciences, wherein all Propofals for the 
rendering more perfect any Art, which is for the 
Good of Mankind, is to be confider’d of, and 
great Encouragement given to the Undertakers ; 
and all Difcouragement given to thofe Arts, which 
tend to Luxury and Effeminacy, and, confequently, 
to the Ruin of any free Government. ‘The popu- 
lar Affembly, to have no Share in the Electing to 
Preferments, except the confirming the Confuls in 
their Piaticg ons New. as to the Government of 
the Towns of this Society, let it be the Epitome 
of the Government of the whole, ftilllet the Off- 
cers, as the Major, gc. the fupreme Council, and 





- the popular Affembly of the Town, be elected out 


of that Part of the 20,000 Ingenuous, refiding 
within the Liberty of the faid Town, and by the 
Ingenuous themfelves.———This is that Govern- 


© ment which can only be properly called an Oligarchy, 
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or the Government of many; and appears the moft 
reafonable and juft, becaufe the greateft Number 
that can poffibly be, are allowed to be free, and fo 
fhare the Government among themafelves: there 
being no Colour of Reafon, or Juftice, for any 
Part of the 60,000 Slaves, to pretend to any 
fhare in it, becaufe they can have no leifure to at- 
tend to the Improvement of any thing for the good 
of Mankind, except it be the Land they have of 
the Ingenuous. 


© Tue Government of afew, or an Ariftocracy, is 
not to be chofen, becaufe it approaches too near to 
a Tyranny. 
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* Tue Government of one, being a Tyranny, 
isbyno Meansto beelected. The King, or what 
you pleafe to call him, isthe fupreme Mafter of alf 


your Livés, Fortunes, every thing that is dear and © 


valuableto you ; fo that being always in perpetual 
Fears, one cannot be in a Condition to attend to 
the Improvement of any thing for the good of 
Mankind, which is only to be done ina free Go. 
vernment, ‘where the Ingenuous are all equal 
and confequently free from Fears; and where 
great Encouragement is given to thofe things 
which are for the Advantage of the Society. —The 
Truth of thefe Confiderations, is to be proved 


by reflecting on the Government of the ancient. 


Greek Cities, as Athens, Lacedemon, Argos 
Thebes, &c. wherea free Government was fettled. 
all the Arts and Sciences were inrprov’d, and 
Learning carried to the higheft Pitch; and, in 
fhort, they enjoy’d every thing neceffary towards 
making their Life happy, without thofe Arts 
which tend only to Luxury and Efteminacy; till the 
Macedonian Kings, Philip,and Alexander, deftroy’d 
thofe happy Governments, and eftablifh’d Tyran- 
nies. As {oon as this was done, inftead of being an 
honeft, couragious, and learned People, they grew 
an effeminate, luxurious, and flothtul People, as 
they now are'at this Day, occafioned by the Ty- 
ranny of the Turés. 


© Somrgopy having then faid, that the Govern- 
ment of the human Mind, might be reduced to a 
Syftem like this; true, faid he, the reafoning Fe-~ 
culties might be calledthe INGENUoUs, or FREE; 
and Apperites, the SERVILE, or DistNGENUVOUs; 
and a Deliberation, one Way or other, will mark 
out the wisE, or well-governed Man, or the mad, 
and licentious Man. Every Man has Faculties, 
which Faculties, call his Council. Now when 
any Affair happens, he is to fummon his Council, 
and confult what is fitto be done ; all thofe Facul- 
ties, which the Affair relates to, give their Opinion, 
upon which he determines; if all his Faculties are 
FREE and INGENUOUs, they give their Opinion 
juftly, and he determines accordingly. The fum- 
moning of one’s Faculties, and con{ulting them, is 
called the Crisis, and the Man who enjoys the 
Crisis, enjoys Reafon; one may likewife fay, 
that the Faculties of this reafonable Man, compote 
an Oligarchy, or free Government in his Head. 


* Now when any one Faculty prevails and ty- 
rannizes over the reft, he cannot enjoy the Crisis ; 
and, confequently, cannot judge rightly, but only 
according to the Inclination of that one Faculty, 
which is quite contrary to Reafon; and this is what 
is properly called MADNEss. 


* From hence this Inference may be drawn, that 
any Man thathas a Vote, in the fettling a new Go- 
vernment, and votes for the Government of oze, 


* or any other but an Oligarchy, has not the Crusts, 


¢ 


and therefore is Map. 
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